When a boy, William had well nigh lost his life by a fall from a tree, which he had climbed in search of a bird's nest. An eminent surgeon was sent for, however, who found the skull fractured, and performed the operation of trephining. Though thus apparently fond of bird-nesting, he was not an idle school-boy, and, in addition to the acquirement of rudimentary knowledge, made considerable progress in the Latin language, retaining in advanced age a lively recollection of some passages of Yirgil's " Georgics." After being at a dayschool, he enjoyed the advantages of a boarding-school, and was for some time placed by his father under the tutorship of a clergyman.
He married at the age of twenty, and had bv his first wife five children, the eldest of whom, Hem-y, co-operated with him in his exertions relative to the Retreat.
In 17G5, he took a second wife, by whom he had three children. Tor the last twenty-eight years of his life he was a widower.
During the greater part of his life, William Take was engaged in mercantile pursuits, but was able to devote a large share of his time to objects of a public and philanthropic character. He is thus described in an obituary published in the public papers of the period:?" There will scarcely be found an instance of any useful or 
